Workforce Development Discussion

A big thank you to everyone that got the chance to attend our 2024 Members Day and Awards Gala. With so many great topics in our afternoon sessions it would have been difficult to get round them all. 
Our workforce development session was very well attended, and some fantastic information and feedback taken on board. 
A huge thank you to all our great speakers that took the time to come chat to us. 
First up was Catherine Ross from Muka Tangata who has been working with us to design micro credentials for our Groundspread Industry and then work with the appropriate providers to roll these out. It’s been a long journey but we are making great progress and Catherine has been a fantastic advocate for us. 
Simon Croom from Primary Industries spoke to his experience within the fertiliser industry and Primary ITO’s keenness to provide the micro credential for the nutrient side of our work. They are there to support people in a most practical way that suits all types of learning. 
Phil Urlich from MITO spoke of the many courses they can provide that can give our workforce the recognition of learning with NZQA credits and are keen to be a provider for the micro credentials appropriate to the driving side of things. They quite often have scholarships available to help people through financially as well so get online and check this out. Phil also spoke about needing to see commitment to training from the Groundspread industry, in the form of doing the “Commercial Road Transport Driver Safety” micro credential, then they can move forward in developing the program for our micro credentials, “Off Road Driving, Heavy Vehicle Recovery and Nutrient Application”.
Jenna Paton from Education Unlimited has been running our new GroundED programme and some of us have had the pleasure of completing the 2-day course and Graduating at our 2024 Gala Awards Evening. We all learnt so much and it was fit for both owners and drivers. We are keen to get the next round starting in February so please get in touch if you or any of your staff would like to jump on board with the great opportunity. It really is worth it. 
If you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to reach out to training@groundspreadnz.co.nz 

